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invective with which he was inflaming Florence
against the Pope, to send him a letter of condolence
in which he prayed that the Lord of all mercy might
comfort His Holiness in his tribulation.
That letter is a singular document; singularly hu-
man, yielding a singular degree of insight into the na-
ture of the man who penned it. A whole chapter of in-
telligent speculation upon the character of Savona-
rola, based upon a study of externals, could not reveal
as much of the mentality of that fanatical demagogue
as the consideration of just this letter.
The sympathy by which we cannot doubt it to
have been primarily inspired is here overspread by
the man's rampant fanaticism, there diluted by the
prophecies from which he cannot even now refrain;
and, throughout, the manner is that of the pulpit-
thumping orator. The first half of his letter is a prel-
ude in the form of a sermon upon Faith, all very trite
and obvious; and the notion of this excommunicated
friar holding forth to the Pope's Holiness in polemical
platitudes delivered with all the authority of inspired
discoveries of his own is one more proof that at the
root of fanaticism, in all ages and upon all questions,
lies an utter lack of a sense of fitness and proportion.
Having said that "the just man liveth in the Lord by
faith," and that " the Lord in His mercy passeth over
all our sins/' he proclaims that he announces things of
which he is assured, and for which he is ready to suf-
fer all persecutions, and begs His Holiness to turn a
favourable eye upon the work of faith in which he is
labouring, and to give heed no more to the impious,
promising the Holy Father that thus shall the Lord
bestow upon him the essence of joy instead of the